Urinary tract infection.
The incidence of bacteriuria increases in men and women with age. Its association with multiple geriatric disorders makes it difficult to determine its relevance in the absence of cause-related symptoms. A direct relationship to morbidity and mortality is debatable except in very specific patients. Confronted with symptoms, the clinician should treat and manage UTIs as in the younger patient with careful selection of an antimicrobial drug. Diagnosis can often be rapid and inexpensive. Further evaluation should be undertaken only in specific instances. Perinephric abscess is uncommon but seen in increasing incidence in older, especially female, patients. This disorder can more accurately be diagnosed with new techniques. Successful management with percutaneous procedures has reduced the need for higher risk open surgical procedures. Improved methods of diagnosis and treatment have decreased mortality in the past decade.